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PREFACE

Tropical and deep sea fish are the frontiers of our knowledge of fisheries, with new species reported
at frequent  intervals. Despite the fact that these environments contain the majority of fish species, we
know very little about their ecology and physiology. A meeting was held in the Hotel Tropicale in
Manaus, Brazil in September 1994, to summarize our present state of knowledge of the Physiology
and Biochemistry of the Fishes of the Amazon. Then in 1995, Adalberto Val and Vera Maria Fonseca
de Almeida e Val wrote "FISHES OF THE AMAZON AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT,
Physiological and Biochemical Aspects,” published by Springer Verlag as volume 32 of their
Zoophysiology series. In the current symposium, we have broadened the subject matter to include
all aspects of tropical fish biology. Our knowledge of function in tropical fish is still rudimentary and
this is reflected in the eclectic nature of this symposium. We hope, however, that the symposium will
prove an interesting introduct ion to the many intriguing aspects of tropical fish biology.

David Randall Adalberto Val
Department of Zoology Aquaculture - Instituto Nacional de 
University of British Columbia Pesquisas da Amazonia de Brasil

Don MacKinlay
Salmonid Enhancement Program
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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