Biology and

Management of

Burbot

SYMPOSIUM PROCEEDINGS

Vaughn L. Paragamian

Don D. MacKinlay

International Congress on the Biology of Fish
Towson University, Baltimore MD July 27-30, 1998.



Qopyright © 1998
Physi ol ogy Secti on,
Aneri can Fi sheries Society
Al rights reserved

International Standard Book Number (1SBN) 1-894337-00-X
Notice

This publication is made up of a combination of extended abstracts
and full papers, submitted by the authors without peer review. The
papers in this volume should not be cited as primary literature.
The Physiology Section of the American Fisheries Society offers
this compilation of papers in the interests of information exchange
only, and makes no claim as to the validity of the conclusions or
recommendations presented in the papers.

For extra copies of this Symposium, or the other 20 Symposiain the Congress
series, contact:

Don MacKinlay, SEP DFO, 555 West Hastings St.,
Vancouver BC V6B 5G3 Canada
Phone: 604-666-3520 Fax 604-666-6894
E-mail: mackinlayd@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Website: www.fishbiologycongress.org



PREFACE

The burbot is an ancient and mysterious species of north temperate fish with a
unique life history that has made it particularly vulnerable to man's
infringements on its habitats. The burbot is a species with many vernacular
names, freshwater cod, ellpout, lawyer, ling, cusk, lush, mud blower, and some
names better left unprinted. It is an efficient piscivore by night that has made it
the top predator of many of its environs. The speciesis highly esteemed in some
waters, not for its gamy fight at the end of aline, but for its lobster like taste at
the end of a fork. Yet in many angling circles it is greatly disdained and
considered a “trash fish”. It is also one of the most poorly understood fish, and
its place in fish management schemes is usually ignored. In this Symposium we
have assembled the world's experts to discuss the biology and management of
this species, not only to improve our knowledge and understanding but to
promote better management of this freshwater cod. The topics of the
Symposium include; Distribution and Stock Identification, Physiology, Biology
and Behavior, and Management and Conservation.

Vaughn L. Paragamian Don D. MacKinlay
Idaho Dept. Fish & Game Salmonid Enhancement Program
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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